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Subject: Request to properly implement the Guidelines for Equines (Horses,
Mules & Ponies) employed at Brick-klins in India - regarding.

The Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) 1s a Statutory Body establishic:

mder the Prevention of Cruelty to Animal Act, 1960 and is an apex body f
mrotection and safeguard the rights of animals as well to ensure that the five
necdoms of the animals are upheld and no animals are subject to any
unnecessary pain or sulfering.
2.7 "The Supreme Court has in the case of AWBI Vs, Nagaraja & Ors inter alia
held that “We declare that the five freedoms [viz. (y freedom from hunger, thirst,
and malnutrition; 1i) freedom from fear and distress rzz)ﬁeedom from physical and
thermal discomfort iv) freedom from pain, injury and disease; and v) freedom to
press normal patterns of behaviour, referred to earlier be read into section 3 andi
“ [ of Prevention of Cruelty to “Animals Act . 1960, be protected and safeqguarded by
the State and Central Goverivnent, Union Territories (in short “Govermments”),
MolsF and AWBL”

3 Further, it has been brought to the notice ol the Board that the brick kiln
industry attracts manual labourers along with draught animals pmnaui - equids
[hm ses, donkeys and mules). There arc 1.2 million working equids in India;

njority of them are engaged in brick-kiln industry by poor and margmalized
~ommunitics whose liveliho . depends on these working equids.

- ‘Therefore, in view of the above, it is requested to kindly circulate and pass

cessary directions to the concern authorities/departments and local bodies for
* ﬂﬁlﬂncnt’ltlon of the “GUIDELINES FOR EQUINES (HORSES, MULLS
TC.\IES) LMPLOY D AT BRICK-KILNS” in letter and spirit.

Vs

co-operation and co-ordination are highly solicited for the
rmplemeniation of the Rules to ensure proper wellare of animals.

Yours sincerely,
;\\ i i i
N \\.
(Dr. O.P. Chaudhan
Chairman
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EQUINES (HORSES, MULW.
PONIES) EMPLOYED AT BRICK-KILNS [N INDIA.

Introduction

India 18 the sccond largest producel of bricks, second only to Chig
producing about 195 bilhion  bricks annually. The process  of  brick
production is largely manual, therefore, the brick kiln industry attracts
manual labourers along with draught animals primarily equids (horses,

donkeys and mules) There are 1.2 million working equids in India; majority

of them are engaged in brick-kiln industry by poor and marginaiized
! [ g

communities whose livelihood depends on these working equids. The st
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like Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, J & K, Uttarakhand, Rajasthar

il
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar and West Bengal have large
number of brick-kilns

The role of equines at thesc brick-kilns is to transport raw bricks |
nearby sites to brick-kiln furnace where raw brick is baked or fired af nigh
temperature. Employment of equines for transport of raw brick is preferred
over other modes of transport because of their manosuvrabiity, 0%
breakage of bricks, cheaper labour cost and their easy availability. Thi
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Lilo
_distance between site where raw bricks are made and the kiln furnace
“varies from brick-kiln to brick- kiln l.e. ranges from 500 meter o 2 km.
Equines employed in these brick-kilns transport bricks either by cart or by
pack. The number of equines working at each brick-kiln varies; the average
number is 12.2.

2. Animal Welfare Issues

The brick kiln envircnment is very harsh and challenging for equines due t©
extreme dust and verv high ambient temperature {over 309 Celsiusj which
leads to heat stress, exhaustion, dehydration, respiratory distress, £}

problems, loss of body condition, colic and even death if untre ted. The
poor-quality harness and carts and uneven terrains to carry overloaded
bricks for prolonged period leads to strain on ligaments and joints leading to
lameness, harness injuries which further develops into life threatening
disease like Tetanus. Exposure to stressful working environment lowers their
immunity making them vulnerable to various diseases like Trypanosomosis,
Piroplasmosis, etc. The equine sulffers from fear and distress due to equine
owners poor handling like twitching of ears, lips, beating, pulling and
pushing. Also, equine owner does not have access to local veterinary service
provision because of remote locations of brick-kilns. Their bad practices hike
use of chilly or tobacco as remedy for colic, use of blue dye or engine oils on
wounds have detrimental effects on equine health. These brick-kilns are
devoid of stabling facilities for equines or in some instances thev orovide
temporary shed which are like pigeon holes. Such small, isolated, tn roofl

ng

and poorly ventilated sheds further add to the discomfort and make lLiving
condition miserable for equines. Inadequate water and feed facilities lead to

hunger and thirst in working equines. Inaccessibility of basic services like
farriery, saddlery, cart repairing and other ancillary services lead
prolonged pain and suffering in equines.
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svstem which leads to debt traps as the: fail to repay the advance payme
to brick-kiln owner ol contractor and thus they have lack ! f negotial
mower for better wages and benefits and become bonded labour
Provision of basic facilities Shelter / Stabling

Well ventilated shelters with adeguate space {or equines Lo H€ dr
ald be provided [or working equines

P

and marn around easily

adverse weather conditions. erl S
nd oe estadlished at each
shady trees around pad iocks should D€ sncouraged.

them  {rom preferably semi-OF
brick-kiln. Plantatior

paddock) system shc

Watering facilities
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Working equines need reguiar and adcq

‘hat meets their ph;.'si-a’.ag.cal and work requirements. Animals 3¢ oe

allowed o drink /offered drinking water every two hours during work. 10ers

should be provision of adeguate number of waler points.

Nutritional aspects

Eguines are natural grazers L.e. eat small amounts often and their natara

digt 1s mainly grasses. which have high roughage content Thereiore
filbre-basead et Siin

ntly with a predominant‘;y
uld be provided with access C an
alanced feed. Their feed should also
d offer forage whenever possible and
ow the animals tc eatl
ot possible. The brick

equines should be fed freque
grass or hay. Working equids sho
appropriate quan ity and quality of b
~clude high energy diet. Owners shoul
2low for an adequate number of working breaks to all
Cut green forage should be provided when grazing 1s 2
iin owner should provide space for cultivation of green fodder like Berseem
Lucerne. In cas¢ of lack of space brick kiln owner should provide factlities =
gh hyvdroponics.

grow grasses or plants throu

Rolling pits
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Equires roll just after being untacked to ease the irritauon of dryin
1o relieve pain or discomfort or for rest and pleasure. Rolling plays a ver:
flexibility and health of egquines

maintaining body’s
should have sand rolhing pits.

imporiant role In
Therefore, each prick-kin
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Road maintenance

is requured for equines to carry brick load because of po-!
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conditions whicn not only impacts the squne
addle wounds, strain on ligaments and tendons leading to lameness)
»{ harness dus
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“wounds. lLguine Owners should be encouraged to U
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pyocint el pacd Jvomalbdd according 1o I'hc Prevenbion f Cruelty to
Draught and  Pack Animals Rules, 1965 inder Prevention @ s rueity i
:\mmln]s; Act, 1960, During rest day equine hould be fed witt
odder 1o avoid ncidences of Azoturia. Also, 1! o or sick cqui

not be put to work until they recover completely. Work should be 1
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Discourage harmful prac tices

There is a neced to sensiize animal owners to avoiG bad © harmiu
waditional practices like using whips and harmful goads suci < s11cks
continuous tethermg or hobbling. Material and equipment used o b hble

should be designed for that purposc to minimize chances of U= !

se equine [riendly

iry the harnesses alter each work

ved

harness material and 10 clean and ¢
cession,  Overloading and overworking the equines should ‘
Aclequate Lyre pressurc and regular maintenance of cart is required to avod
pain, discomlort and injurics to equines. Educate equinc OwWners abous
prevention of cruclty to ammals like use spiked bits, blistering, hot finng tu
reat lameness, chilly or tobacco as remedy for colic, etc. which are
punishable offencesunder Prevention of Cruelty o Animals Act 1960.
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Knowledge of equine behaviour & common health ailments

Presence or absence of certain cquine behaviours could indicale animeu
wellare problems including fear, depression or pain. Thercfore animal
owners should bc familiarized with normal and abnormal behaviour in order

lo interpret the welfare implications of what is being observed. [n view of

this, Brick-kiln owner should display normal and abnormal behaviour signs
of equids to educate cquine owners. The Brick kiln owners should also
display signs and symptoms ol common equinc cdiseases to educate thc
owners about them. The following equine diseases should be enlisted with
symploms at each brick kiln; dehydration, hcat stress, Anhidrosis, colic
Surra, Glanders, Piroplasmosis, equine influenza and Strangles.

Veterinary service provision

Each brick-kiln should have facility of first aid for equines and brick K
swner should display contact number of nearby Vetermary Doctor
Assistant in order to aceess veterinary services in emergency Also, brick kiln
swners should have linkages with Government Veterinary doctor ‘
fealth service providers lor provision of timely health scrvices hike regulan
health checks, vaccination, deworming, €Lc.




~ areiery & other allied services

Availability of adequate number of wained Farriers which are licensed by
State Animal Husbandry Department Her the Prevention of Cruelty to

Arymale (Licensing of Farriers) Rules, {988 Al equine owners should have
access 1o feed seller, saddier and cart repairers. Also, the re_wlnr' cart
repairing and maintenance 18 required to (acilitate smooth traction of cart
and minitiige stress on equines. The working conditions, hot and humid
FRv T < ARY IR ek kiln jeads to heat stress and heat stroke n equine

a1kl ! tacihtate normal ‘hﬂrinomla“w in W, m n
ChipPINEAs O Ulmost importance. Also, BK nwners should have linkages with
tocal farriers, hair clipper and cart repairers so that equine owners can avail
these services on ume.

B
it S





{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

